Exploring the Life and Work of William Shakespeare. Residential Trip: Saturday 11th - Thursday 16th June 2011
By Amy Cano Prentice (8s)
On this trip, we learnt fascinating facts about Shakespeare’s life, visited the curious places where he lived and worked and immersed ourselves in his craft.  Wouldn’t you have enjoyed taking part in an exploration of the life and work of the most influential writer of the English language like this?  We certainly did!

Days 1 – 3:  Stratford upon Avon.
Day 1:  The Royal Shakespeare Company’s 50th Birthday Open Day
People tend to imagine a birthday celebration with a cake and candles, but this was not the case for the RSC’s birthday.  Instead, they opened their doors and let the public in.  We were able to look at the different costumes in the costume department as well as try them on.  In the makeup department, we had our faces painted so that we looked as if we had been shot, scratched or gored!  The result was so convincing that we had people staring at our gruesome faces when we walked past.  Of course, this was a once in a lifetime opportunity and we had to make the best of it, didn’t we?
Day 2:  The Acting Workshop with the RSC on The Merchant of Venice

What really surprised me during this workshop was how an actor has to think on their feet while working as a team.  During the session, we played a game where we had to create the scene given in five seconds!  By doing this, we realised that if each member of the team cooperates, the team can go far.  The workshop also opened up the possibilities that a play holds as we explored ways of portraying the text.  This helped our understanding of the performance of The Merchant of Venice that we saw that evening.  What I liked about the production was how it had been adapted for a modern audience: set in Las Vegas, the actors used American accents and one of them even modelled his interpretation on Elvis Presley!
Day 3:  Significant places in Stratford upon Avon

Probably the most memorable place we visited was Shakespeare’s Birthplace.  In the beautiful gardens there, an actress was reciting sonnets and excerpts from Shakespeare’s plays.  We asked her to act out the balcony scene from Romeo and Juliet, which she did with Fernando Herrero playing Romeo in front of many interested tourists!

Days 4 & 5:  London
Day 4: The Globe Theatre, London.

Our experience of the Globe was lively and fun!  We did a workshop on Shakespeare’s comedy ‘As You Like It’ in which we had to pretend to be the opposite gender (an event that not only happens in the play but also reminded us that only boys could play girls when Shakespeare was alive because girls were not allowed on stage)!  It really was a laugh to watch Carlos de la Torre screaming like a girl and Elvira Diaz walking like a boy!  The comedy continued in the evening, when we saw the Globe Theatre production.  We were amazed at how different the atmosphere was there in comparison to the RST in Stratford.  The actors interacted much more with the audience who could walk around the stage to find the best view of what was going on.
Day 5:  The Walking Tour, London.

On our final day, we were lucky to have a great guide show us many places of interest in Shakespeare’s life, including the spot where the original Globe Theatre used to be and places that he would recognise if he were alive today.  With this, he came alive, and we were very much able to see the connection between his life and the plays he wrote.

My final thoughts…

The workshops were the best part of the trip: they helped us to explore his plays by going beyond the script in the same way an actor or a director does.  It helped us to understand the role of each character and why Shakespeare wrote their parts.  After all, he was an actor and a playwright himself. Getting involved like this was a great way to extend our knowledge as we had already learnt about Shakespeare’s language in Miss Epsom’s English classes and we really had got the hang of it!

So, next time you read Shakespeare, don’t think ‘It’s all Greek to me!’  It’s not.  And if you really want to enjoy it as it was originally enjoyed, visit The Globe Theatre in London or the RSC in Stratford upon Avon - you will have a wonderful time.  Without a doubt, I recommend it!
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